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Strand 4: Research and doctoral theses in progress

Definitive abstract for paper presentation at the coupDefouet International
Congress

Salvador Dalí: A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man in a Modernista
Landscape

Salvador Dalí was born in Figueres (Catalonia, Spain) in 1904, at the height of
the modernist movement. His childhood and adolescence were spent in an architectural
landscape and cultural atmospheres dominated by Art Nouveau and Catalanism. This
paper aims to analyze how this landscape and these cultural environments have helped
to set the artistic personality of Dalí through the analysis of his literary, from the
autobiographical works such as Diary, 1919-1920 to his most well known The Secret
Life of Salvador Dalí (1941). From Figueres to New York, from the Modernism to the
anti-Modernism, the latter, “the novel of the artist” Salvador Dalí written by himself on
his own life shows the evolution of the modern artist in the 20th century.
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